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Defiant Mugabe makes 
first public appearance 
since military takeover 


1 


Indian batsman C. Pujara 
plays a shot during the sec- 
ond day of first Test match 
against Sri Lanka at Eden 
Gardens in Kolkata on Friday. 
Pujara scored an unbeaten 47 


in India’s 74 for 5. — PTI 
E Report on Page 18 


Kashmiri youth 
surrenders after 
mom’s tearful plea 


Srinagar: Young Kashmiri 
footballer Majid Irshad 
Khan, who had joined LeT 
last week, surrendered 
before the Army on 
Thursday night, ending the 
ordeal of his parents. The 
surrender follows appeals by 
his parents and J&K police. 
Majid’s father Irshad Ahmed 
had suffered a heart attack 
and his mother had not 
eaten after they learnt that 
their son has joined the LeT. 
Full report on Page 4 


India records 1.04cr 
local flyers in Oct. 


Mumbai: Domestic air traffic 
surged a healthy 20.50 per 
cent to 10.45 million in 
October, breaching the 10- 
million mark for the second 
time this year ahead of the 
forthcoming tourist season. 
The combined passenger 
traffic of all airlines stood at 
8.67 million in October 2016. 


He is no VIP... he ae 
the trailer and got threats 
his eyes will be gouged out! 
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Moody’s upgrades 
India’s credit rating 


Endorsement of Modi govt’s reforms, says Shah 


PAWAN BALI 

NEW DELHI, NOV. 17 
International rating 
agency  Moody’s on 


Friday upgraded India’s 
sovereign credit rating on 
the optimism that the 
recent measures taken by 
the Narendra Modi gov- 
ernment will spur eco- 
nomic growth. 

It is after 13 years that 
Moody’s has upgraded 
country’s credit rating. 
Sovereign credit ratings 
give investors an insight 
into the level of risk asso- 
ciated with investing ina 
particular country, which 
includes political risks. 

An upgrade by Moody’s 
Investors Service is a 
major back-to-back victo- 
ry for the Narendra Modi 
government after World 
Bank recently upped 
India’s ranking by 30 
places to the 100th place 
in the “Ease of Doing 


Many who had 

doubts about 

India’s reform 
process can now 
seriously introspect 
on their position... It 
is an upgrade 
which has hap- 

pened after 

13 years 


— Arun 
Jaitley, 
Finance 
= minister 


J 


Business” list. 

Finance minister Arun 
Jaitley said Moody’s deci- 
sion was a “belated recog- 
nition” of the steps the 
government has taken to 
fix the Indian economy. 

“After a long spell of 13 
years, India gets the rat- 
ing upgrade. I am sure 
that many who had 


Modiji and 
Moody’s jodi 
(pair) have 
failed to gauge the 
mood of the nation... 
flawed GST, 
demonetisation dis- 
aster, stagnant 
growth are the real 
indices to 
measure it 


a 
CS — R.S. 

-O Surjewala, 
Cong leader 


doubts about India’s 
reform process can now 
seriously introspect on 
their position,” Mr 
Jaitley said in a jibe at 
critics of government’ s 
reforms agenda. He said 
that if one looks at the 
Modi government’s track 
record of three years, it 
E Turn to Page 4 


Sitharaman blasts Cong 
for doubting Rafale deal 


New Delhi, Nov. 17: 
Terming the Congress’ 
allegations over Rafale 
fighter jet deal as “shame- 
ful”, defence minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman said 
on Friday that these 
amounted to “disservice” 
to the armed forces and 
hit out at the past UPA 
governments for their 
indecision on the deal 
that “potentially compro- 
mised” national security 
interests. 

In a firm rebuttal of the 
charges levelled by the 
main Opposition party, 


Nirmala Sitharaman 


Ms Sitharaman said the 
cost of each aircraft along 
with weapon systems was 
much lower than what 
was negotiated by the 


UPA government. 

She alleged that the 
indecision of the previous 
UPA governments to pro- 
cure the combat jets 
“potentially compro- 
mised” national security 
interests. 

The Congress retaliated 
by accusing Ms 
Sitharaman of “mislead- 
ing” the nation on the 
deal by not making public 
the price of the aircraft 
and alleged a “cover-up”. 

The Opposition party 
had recently raised 
E Turn to Page 4 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 17 


The BJP on Friday 
released its first list of 70 
candidates, including 
chief minister Vijaybhai 
Rupani and five Congress 
ex-MLAs and rebels, for 
the coming Assembly 
elections in Gujarat 
where 182 constituencies 
will go to polls next 
month. 

The list includes 45 can- 
didates whose constituen- 
cy will go to polls in the 
first phase on December 9. 
Voting in the seats of 25 
others will be held on 
December 14 in the second 
phase. The results will be 
declared on December 18. 

Among the prominent 
names that were 
announced included Mr 
Rupani who has been 
renominated from Rajkot 


After Dokiam, 
Indian, China 
talk peace 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 17 


More than two months 
after the Doklam mili- 
tary face-off, India and 
China held talks on bor- 
der issues in Beijing on 
Friday which were 
described by the MEA as 
“constructive and for- 
ward-looking”. 
Significantly, diplomats 
and military officers 
from both sides partici- 
pated in talks. They 
“reviewed the situation 
in all sectors of the India- 
China border and agreed 
that maintenance of 
peace and tranquility in 
the border areas is an 
important prerequisite 
for sustained growth of 
bilateral relations”, said 
an MEA official. 

E More on Page 2 


Saudi King to hand reins to son soon? 


New Delhi, Nov. 17: Saudi 
King Salman plans to step 
down in about a week’s 
time and name his son, 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman (MBS), as his 
successor, according to a 
report. 

After the move, King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud, 81, will continue 
only as a ceremonial fig- 
urehead, the Daily Mail 
reported citing a source 
close to the Saudi royal 


Salman Mohammed 


family. 

The move will likely 
take place next week 
“unless something dra- 


matic happens”, the 
source claimed. 
Meanwhile, a senior 


Saudi official dismissed 
the mounting speculation 
that the Crown Prince will 
soon ascend to the throne. 

“There is no possibility 
whatsoever that the king 
will abdicate,” Bloomberg 
quoted an unnamed offi- 
cial as saying. 

Saudi kings usually stay 
in power even when bad 
health prevents them 
from carrying out their 
job, the official said, on 
condition of anonymity. 


He noted the example of 
King Fahd, who stayed on 
as monarch until his 
death in 2005 despite 
being gravely ill in the 
last few years of his reign. 

The source quoted by 
Daily Mail’s report said 
that once the transfer of 
power is complete, the 
new 32-year-old king will 
ramp up hostilities 
against Saudi Arabia’s 
bitter rival Iran, with 
E Turn to Page 4 


& deputy CM Nitinbhai 
Patel are among 
the 70 names in 
the BJP’s first list 
for the Assembly 
polls on Dec. 9 
& 14. Result 
for 182 seats | 
will be out 

on Dec. 18. 


minister Vijaybhai Rupani - 


SOUTH ASIA 


People 


Glowing 
profile cracks 
door open on 


private life of 
China’s Xi 


Vol. 24 No. 272 | 36 paces | 75.00 


BJP's Ist Guj list high on Patels 


17 Patels, 4 women, 5 Cong rebels among 70 named; 2 MLAs dropped 


_ Ministers _ 
Sitting MLAs 
16 Fresh faces 


Cong rebels 


= 


Patels f 5 
Raghavji 
-Patel 


» 5 Cong rebels, ex-MLAS fielded by the BJP are 


Raghavji Patel, Dharmendrasinh Jadeja, C.K. 


Raolji, Ramsinh Parmar and Mansinh Chauhan. 


West, his deputy Nitin 
Patel from Mehsana, 
party president Jitubhai 
Vaghani from Bhavnagar 
West and former superin- 
tendent of police (SP) P. C. 
Baranda, who had 


resigned from IPS just two 
days back, from Bhiloda. 
Fifteen ministers from 
Mr Rupani’s Cabinet have 
been named from their 
respective seats. 
The BJP has also fielded 


JD-U’s ‘arrow 
symbol allotted 
to Nitish faction 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 17 


The JD(U) faction led by 
Nitish Kumar on Friday 
managed to keep the 
“arrow?” symbol of the 
party with the Election 
Commission ruling that 
the group led by the 
Bihar chief minister has 
demonstrated over- 
whelming majority sup- 
port in the legislature. 

“The group led by 
Nitish Kumar is hereby 
recognised as the Janata 
Dal (United)... 
Consequently, the group 
led by Nitish Kumar is 
entitled to use the 
reserved symbol ‘Arrow’ 
of the party as a recog- 
nised state party in 
Bihar,” the EC said in its 
order. 

The EC ruling comes as 
a setback for the party’s 
faction led by senior 
leader Sharad Yadav who 
is fighting the coming 
Assembly polls in 
Gujarat in an alliance 
with the Congress. 

Sources said that Mr 
Yadav-backed candi- 
dates, headed by tribal 
leader Chotubhai 
Vasava, will now be con- 
testing the December 9 
and 14 Assembly polls as 
independents or under 
the Congress symbol. 

The JD(U), which is a 


Rahul, Tejashwi 


Patna: RJD chief Lalu 
Prasad Yadav’s younger 
son Tejashwi Yadav 
having a one-on-one 
luncheon meeting with 
Congress vice-presi- 
dent Rahul Gandhi has 
created a flutter in the 
state politics. He, how- 
ever, didn’t reveal what 
transpired between 
them, but RJD insiders 
claim that “both the 
leaders met to discuss 
political situation of the 
state”. 

E More on Page 3 


recognised state party in 


Bihar, had split when Mr 
Kumar had decided to 
walk out of the Grand 


Alliance in Bihar in 
which the Rashtriya 
Janata Dal and the 


Congress were partners. 

Mr Kumar has already 
decided to field around 12 
candidates in the tribal 
belt of Gujarat where the 
JD(U) has traditionally 
been strong. 

While senior lawyer 
and Congress leader 
Kapil Sibal argued for the 
Sharad Yadav camp, 
Rakesh Dwivedi 
appeared on behalf of the 
Nitish Kumar group in 
E Turn to Page 4 


five former Congress leg- 
islators and rebels, who 
had joined the saffron fold 
recently. These include — 
Raghavji Patel, a loyalist 
of former Congress leader 
Shankersinh Vaghela, 
from Jamnahgar Rural; 
Dharmendrasinh Jadeja 
from Jamnagar North; 
Ramsinh Parmar, chair- 
man of Amul Dairy, from 
Thasra; Mansinh 
Chauhan from Balasinor 


and C.K. Raolji from 
Godhra. 
In all, the BJP has 


renominated 49 candi- 
dates and fielded 16 new 
faces. Only two sitting 
MLAs — Varsha Doshi 
from Wadhwan and 
Bhavna Makwana from 
Mahuva — have not been 
given tickets in the first 


list. There are four 
women in the 70-member 
E Turn to Page 4 


Padmavati 
stir: Entry to 
Chittorgarh 
Fort closed 


Jaipur, Nov. 17: 
Protesters on Friday 
blocked the entry to the 
Chittorgarh Fort, which 
houses Queen Padmini’s 
Palace, amid protests 
against Bollywood film 
Padmavati across 
Rajasthan and various 
parts of the country. 

However, Chittorgarh 
SP Prashan Kumar 
Khamsera said the fort, a 
world heritage site in 
Rajasthan, is not official- 
ly closed. “We have been 
informed by the protest- 
ers that entry to the fort 
will be blocked for 
tourists. We have made 
ample security arrange- 
ments to deal with the 
situation,” he said. 

Member of Sarv Samaj 
Sangathan and presi- 
dent of Jauhar Samriti 
Sansthan Ummed Singh 
said, “A dharna demand- 
ing a ban on ‘Padmavati’ 
is continuing for the last 
eight days at Padan Pole. 
The Chittorgarh Fort 
will be closed for 
tourists today.” 

Meanwhile, Rajasthan 
Tourism Development 
Corporation managing 
director Pradeep Kumar 
Borad has ruled out any 
change in operations of 
Palace on Wheels and 
said the train would be 
operating through the 
circuit and will be going 
to Chittorgarh. 

E More on Page 2 
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G JOYALUKKAS 


OLD GOLD 


EXCHANGE . 


OFFER 


DON’T PAY A 
SINGLE RUPEE EXTRA 


GOOD TIME 
O 


EXCHANGE GOLD 


Exchange your old jewellery bought from 
any jeweller for new jewellery you love at Joyalukkas. 
So hurry, look gorgeous in your new jewellery. 
Only at Joyalukkas. 


Ga ) 6 
DOUBLE 


GOLD RATE 
PROTECTION 


CGC EAS D 


NEW DELHI 


ADVANCE BOOKING 


Pay the price of 
gold at the time 
of booking or at 
the prevailing 


*Conditions apply 


price whichsoever 
is the lowest. 


: OPP. METRO-PILLAR NO. 125, PUSA ROAD, PH: 011 25722777 
GURGAON : GOLD SOUK, PH : 0124 2577455 
NOIDA : BRAHM DATT TOWER, SECTOR-18, PH: 0120 2510916 


140 SHOWROOMS AROUND THE WORLD 


